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Soviet Growih Slows Bown
To the Herald Tribune:

JLICTNCTHIR S UL U0 Pl('ﬁ) PISAIR SIS R Y S P (LL«LULUUleHb
have expressed surprise ai the findirgs of the Central
Intelligence Agency showing a sucder and sharp drop
in the rate of Sovict eccnon:ic growth, and in the
fact that the CIA made them public.

I should like to take issue with ihese reactions.

In 1958 and 1959 Allen Dulles, then divector of
the CIA, made lengthy speeches on Sovict cconomic
trondds, contrasting them with the poor performance
of the American economy. Thice years liter the Joint
Economic Committce issucd another report on the
Soviet economy. We may suppose (nat some of its
apthors were CIA analysis.

The earlier statements a'l stressed the extraors

-dinary rapidity of Soviet ecoromic zrowth. Dulles in

Lt aadilyfor-rrany—roater

1959 predicted that “Sovict gross national product will
grow at the rate of 6 por cent. a year through 1965."
Now the agency scems wiihia the space of a'year to

have reversed directions completaly.

This is not the first tirae {1at such an unexplained

' reversal has taken place. In April, 1938, CIA foresaw
| a growth In industrial production of tietween 10 and

12 per cent for 1962. In November, 1859, it reduced
the forecast to 8 or 9 per cent. In November, 1962, it

] stated that actual growth in 1961 was between 6 and

7 per cent.
The fact §s that Soviet cconomic growth has not

1 experienced a sudden ané shap sloydown in the last
] two years. It has instead been slowing down rathcr-

G. WARREN NUTTER,

Professor of Economics, Dmvelsny of ergmla. '3 :
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